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From Pastor Ebassa 

FaithMatters 

Greetings in Christ! 

A singer and songwriter by the name of Gordon Jensen wrote a song some years ago which mentions 
the fact that you and I as Christians are the only "Jesus" that many people will see. 
 

No, this does not mean we are Jesus Himself, of course. We know He is Jesus all by Himself, yet it 
should be our goal and desire to be just a bit more like Him every day by sharing what Christ is like. We 
are to be "lights" in a dark world! 
 

If there is ever a time for people to see Christ in action through His people, it is today! Take a moment to 
read this story, which illustrates what we are to be in this world when it comes to sharing Christ. 
 

Pastor Mark Thompson of Faribault, Minnesota, suffered terrible knife wounds from an assailant in his 
home, on October 1988. One of the many consequences of his painful recovery was being forced to miss 
watching his son Chris run in the state cross-country championship meet. Pastor Thompson 
commissioned his brother Merv to go in his stead. According to the account in the St. Paul Pioneer Press 
& Dispatch, Mark told his brother, "I can't be there to see Chris run. So I want you there at the beginning 
of the race. Holler a lot. Then at the end, I want you to really cheer loudly. And I want you to make your 
voice sound like mine." Merv heeded the advice, and Chris ran a strong race, finishing second. Merv, 
also a pastor, discerned the theological truth in the story. "That's what Jesus wants us to do," he said. 
"Make your voice sound like mine." 
 

Friends, we are called to live in this world to "make our voice sound like His!" How can we know what His 
voice is like? Well, I believe one of the most significant ways is to get into the Word of God and see how 
He ministered to and blessed people while on this earth. While the religious crowd often shunned Him, 
we know He took time for those who were hurting, broken, and wounded. 
 

Let's do that! 
 

There's an old song that has these words: "Oh to be His hand extended, reaching out to the oppressed, 
Let me touch Him, let me touch Jesus, So that others may know and be blessed." I encourage you today 
to do your best to walk where He would walk. To talk the way He would speak, and to lend your voice to 
the voiceless! Let us be a congregation that imitates Jesus (Ephesians 5:1). 
 

God loves you, and so do I. 
Pastor E. 



September is here and summer is almost over!  
  

For those who may have missed Stephanie and my temple talk at the end of Service on August 
25th, I’d am going to recap that conversation. 
 

On the questions from some in the Congregation about what to do when there is a perceived 
threat at our church (active shooter, unauthorized intruder, etc.). The advice from the 
professionals is that “do what you need to do to feel safe”. Of course, you should dial 911 if you 
are able but then you must decide what feeling safe is - hide, lock doors, barricade in a room, 
etc.  
We also have an opportunity to host a presentation by a representative from Homeland 
Security. Please let me or any Council or Staff member know if you would like to attend and we 
will schedule a date and time. 
 

Reminder: Due to Pastor traveling with Congregation members to Israel for three Sundays in 
September, single service will continue at 9 am through October 6th. 
 

There has been some concern about some members who missed the traditional service setting 
and songs. First, want to remind you all that for the past four years, summertime services have 
been in the Contemporary format and that every September, we switch back to the more 
traditional format. You may have already noticed a more blended music selection during 
service.  
 

Pastor and E-board (Karl Krueger, Guy Fittje, and I) take member comments such as this very 
seriously and have personally talked with various small groups and individuals about how they 
felt on changes in the service and music. Responses were very positive. Honoring and missing 
tradition is important but modernizing for the good of the church is too. We are willing to 
continue this conversation with anyone in the Congregation about this or any other concern 
about the church that you may have.  
 

Stephanie and I brought up the topic of possibly changing to a single, 9 am service and adding 
Bible study classes before and after that service. Stephanie brought up results of a survey two 
years ago and we were almost split on going to a single service back then. But that survey did 
not ask enough questions such as adding Bible Study before and after, adding services for 
Christmas and Easter to name a few. Would like to spend the month of September talking about 
this proposed change with the Congregation. We need your input! Please respond to any 
surveys sent out and don’t be shy about approaching any of us on Council to express your 
views. Karl and I will be addressing the Congregation during Announcements each Sunday to 
hopefully encourage your participation. To be clear, this is a joint conversation and NO final 
decision on this matter has been made.  
 

Blessings to you all and I’ll see you in church! 

  

Faith Lutheran Church Financial Summary 

July 2019 

  
Income – General Fund                  $56,121 

Expenses – General Fund               $52,825 

  

  

       General Fund Balance - $20,502 

From Council President  



Faith Lutheran Church Financial Summary 
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From Council President Elect Karl Krueger 

SINGLE SUNDAY SERVICE TRYOUT 
 

As you know, over the years we have traditionally had a single service in the summer, and then in 
the fall we go back to having two worship services. Also, this time of year we transition back to a 
more traditional worship style than we use over the summer (the readings, the liturgy, etc.). 
However, we have a growing but wonderful problem. 
 

Pastor Ebassa’s constant reminder of Small Group, Small Group, Small Group has had an effect, 
and we are out of space on Sundays for small groups to meet. Church Council is working on a long-
term solution for this and other issues. We have begun to consult with professionals on what facility 
changes are needed for us to be a part of what God is doing in our community and the world, but 
those solutions will take some time. 
 

In the interim, we’ve found a simple way to double our small group space on Sundays; stay with a 
single worship service year-round. Other than special events or holidays we have plenty of room in 
the sanctuary for everyone to worship with a single service (arguably there’s too much space with 
two). By having one worship service we can offer small group space before and after worship. It’s 
like getting two libraries and twice the classroom space for free. 
 

For those of you who like getting started at 8:00, you now can start with a small group meeting at 
that time and then go right on to worship and fellowship after. Those of you who may have started 
your Sundays later with the adult forum and then worship, can now worship first and then have your 
small group meeting after. If you just came to worship and headed home wondering what all the 
small group stuff is about, your chances to join a small group on Sunday just doubled. 
 

We have surveyed the congregation on this issue in the past and a small majority were in favor of 
having a single service. The Council, Staff, and Pastor Ebassa are unanimously in favor of the 
proposed schedule, but we are not ready to make any permanent change on just a small majority. 
With that in mind we have extended the single service schedule through October 6th to try out the 
concept. During that time, we will survey the congregation again and evaluate where to go for the 
rest of the year and the future. 
 

We all have personal preferences and likes when it comes to our Sunday morning schedule. 

Hopefully a small adjustment in those preferences for the greater good will not prove difficult. In the 

bigger perspective, these are great problems to have. It’s a further proof of the great things that God 

is doing at Faith Lutheran Church. 



 

From the Music Director 

Dear Faith Family,  
 

I always smile when people say they like to sing “old” hymns. Indeed, many of our hymns in the hymnal 
are old...so old that many of us don’t even know them! Of course, we find comfort in familiarity. 
However, worship is not just our songs and hymns; worship is when God speaks to us and we answer.   
  

I don’t know about you, but I heard some awesome worship this summer. I am amazed when I hear the 
sanctuary filled with the voices of worshippers lifted in praise, whether we are singing “A Mighty 
Fortress” or “Who You Say I Am!”  What a gift God gave us when he made our voices!  
  
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
    your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well.” Psalm 139:14 
  
When we worship, is it about how we feel? Or about the Word? The Bible tells us over and over that we 
cannot just trust our feelings. 
  
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean into your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 
  
It is funny to think that  at one point, Fanny Crosby’s “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”  (published in 1885) 
was once a “contemporary” song. I sometimes wonder what Martin Luther would have thought of it (and 
many other hymns that we love today) in 1517, compared to the multitude of hymns that he wrote...or 
the hundreds of masses and cantatas composed by J.S. Bach! (Fanny Crosby was not even Lutheran; 
she was  
Baptist!)  
  
I keep hearing this question, and it is a good one: “Where do you see the Holy Spirit leading this 
congregation?”  
  
Neither contemporary nor traditional music is the future of the church. Music only one conduit through 
which we communicate with God. (We also hear Him when we read His Word, and fast and 
pray...)  Hope is our future, and the legacy that we leave behind us a path for those who come after us 
to carry on in the faith: “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:58 
  
As we head into a new season of our church, both chronologically and metaphorically, I ask you all to 
consider serving in the music ministry at Faith. We have a desperate need for more voices in the choir 
and more leaders for Saturday night worship and other occasions. There is also a need for individuals to 
learn how to run the sound system, no musical skills necessary! Volunteers of all ages are welcome! 
The other music ministry volunteers and I can help you find your niche! (“Many hands make light work!” 
as we have heard before!) 
  
May you and your families be richly blessed this fall! 
  
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. –1 Corinthians 1:3 
  
Jennifer Barrera 
Music Director 
jbarrera@faithcrco.org 

mailto:jbarrera@faithcrco.org


Train up a 
child in the way 
he should go, 
even when he is 
old he will not 
depart from it.  
 

 - Proverbs 22:6 

From Jean 

"For everyone who asks 
receives; he who seeks 
finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be 
opened."   
 

    -  Matthew 7:8 

As we enter a new school year, the staff and families are going 

through a new training program titled Conscious Discipline.  

This program is a 10-session course on building resilient 

schools and homes. 
 

The first statement that stood out to me was: Discipline is not 

something we do to children, but something we develop from 
within. 

 

 

TRADITIONAL 

APPROACH 

 

NEW APPROACH 

It is possible to make 

others change, 

especially if I find 

the right reward. 

  

“I can make you 

behave!” 

  

No solution is 

achieved, only blame 

and/or revenge 

 

The only person you can control 

is yourself. 

Controlling yourself can affect 

others. 

  

We can only teach a skill if it is 

one we possess. 

  

  

Rules govern behavior 

Connection governs behavior. 

If you form a connection, then 

compliance is more likely to 

occur. 

Connections require 4 pieces 

 - eye contact 

 - touch 

 - presence 

 - In a playful situation 

 

Conflict is a 

disruption that leads 

to: 

  Demands 

  Ignoring 

  Bribery 

  Punishment 

  Distraction 

Conflict is a form of 

communication. 

Behavior is a form of 

communication. 

Help teach self-regulation and 

use the conflict as a teaching 

moment. 



 



Thank you students and families for welcoming me in with such open arms. I am 
blown away by your love for each other! I can’t wait to see how God uses us for His 
Kingdom this year. If we haven’t met yet, please say “Hi” on a Sunday morning! As 
students go back to school, and the weather cools down a little, I can’t help but be 
excited for football season. I played football in high school, and will forever be a USC 
Trojan fan, and a Green Bay Packers fan. I hope that our seasons go better than they 
did last year! I love football, and it is probably my favorite sport to watch. I think it is 
one of the strongest images we get of teamwork. Sure there are stars on the field, but  
they certainly would not standout without the work in the trenches! Sure the 
quarterback is the highest paid, but the Center gets to touch the ball every play. As the 
Church, we too are a team and get to be a part of the “big game.” We get to work 
together, using our gifts, talents, and hearts to bring God glory. When we are obedient, 
He is calling the “plays” in our lives and encouraging us along the way. I am so excited 
to join the Faith team here and watch God continue to guide us and lead us! 1 
Corinthians 12:27 says, “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a 
part of it.” I am praying for unity and encouragement for our church body. Let me know 
what you’re praying for! 
 
Tyler Newman 
Youth Minister 



 



 





THANK YOU!!! 
Thank you to everyone who came to 
my birthday party at church last 
week.  It was a wonderful day and I 
was so surprised and overwhelmed 
by all of  your thoughtfulness.  You 
all made me feel very special.   

Love,  Elsie Schwecke 

Men’s Ministry Fall Retreat 2019:  
 Fly-Fishing on the Arkansas 
River, Rainbow Trail Lutheran 

Camp,  Hillside, CO  
 

SEPTEMBER 19TH-22ND.   
 
 

Please sign up www.rainbowtrail.org/retreats/fly-fishing .   
 
 

Once you’ve registered, please notify  
Carl Kopp or David Havelka 

Fellowship 

SENIOR LUNCHEON 
 

The next Senior Potluck Luncheon will be Tuesday, 
September 17th from noon until 2pm.   
 
For more information, contact: 
  Don or Dorothy Nelson at 303-663-0571 
  Bev Williams at 303-688-5206 
  Jill Head at 720-273-9707 
  Elsie Schwecke at 303-663-3522 

They were continually 

devoting themselves to 

the apostles’ teaching 

and to fellowship, 

to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer.  
 

    - Acts 2:42 

https://www.rainbowtrail.org/retreats/fly-fishing


PLEASE PRAY FOR: The Arguello Family; Keith Arguello’s brother-in-law, Craig 
Falkman; Brady Asanovich; Michelle Arguello’s Mother, Colleen Anderson; Brother and 
sister in law, Spike and Eileen Anderson, Scott Atwood; Jennifer Barrera’s friend, Steve 
Schadegg; Moises Barrera; Jordan Andrews; Mary Andrews’ friends, Kathy Fox & 
Carol Whrer; Kim Baird’s cousin Julie, Uncle Gerry, Grandmother Kathy and friend Bruce; 
Mark Baird’s mother Patty Baird; Addison Baird’s great grandpa Baird, and Maureen 
Quellette; Wes & Marilyn Bean’s sons, Lucas and Scott, son in law, David Franz; Leanne 

Becker’s daughter and son-in-law, Anna and Mike Johnson; Lauralee Best’s friend, 
Routhella; Margie Boekes’ friend Laura; Stephanie Brueggemann’s sister, Coleen Ferguson and 
brother, Dan Molden; Jen Christians’ brother, Matt; Olivia Cinea’s friend, Shelley Hokins & father, Dave 
Robertson; Konnor Downey’s father; Brenden Coney’s teacher, Melanie Rapp; Lisa Coney’s cousin, 
Rick; Tom & Barb DeHeer’s nephew, Dennis, and friends, Gloria and Bob Gibbons; Sherri Dow’s 
Father, Ernie Riepe; Danielle Dow’s friend, Niai Coltman; John & Carla Dunbar’s friend, Eunice Leoni; 
Gary and Jana Ebnet’s brother, George Smith and friend Dave; Toni Ebnet’s cousin, Cassidy 
Roensch; Rick Eisele; the Engelhardt’s brother-in-law, Rob Jenkins; Brandy Faker’s friends, Connie and 
Albert and cousin, Jeff Stewart; Sue Gardner; Andre and Stephane Gignac’s son, Felix, friends, the 
Saunders family and Stephanie’s mother, Janice; Becky Goode’s nephew, Jeff Stewart, Sherri and 
Randy Young and Ruby Smith; Jimmy Graham’s sister in law, Rebecca Stephan; Susan and Keith 
Goodenberger and family; Alison Harrison’s Family, niece, Shawna Myerly and friends, Dylan 
and Jacki Liggett; Jennifer Havelka’s mother, Hilde; Roberta Hills’ nephew, Alexander Sherman; John 
Hoogerwerf’s parents, Bill and Barbara Hoogerwerf; and friends, Julie King, and John Austin; 
Jennifer Johnson’s mother, Bobbe Johnson;  Lindsay Iannone; Karen Johnson’s daughters, 
Laura and Kirsten; The Kaduk Family; Helen Karol’s Aunt, Ann Vandevate; Lee Karol’s brother, 
Marty Karol; Michelle Karol’s daughter and son in law, Krysten and Omal; Roger & Terry Korsvold’s 
brother, Rich, friend, Mary Delamar, sister-in-law, Carolyn, nephew, Dan Poss & their nephew, Josh 
Korsvold; Sarah Kopp’s Uncle Michael Kopp; Caroline Krueger’s cousin Christopher Horn; Diane 
Kundracik’s sister, Julie; Son & Daughter in law, Nicholas & Leslie, Diane’s niece’s husband, Philip & 
her friend, Alex Jacobs; Jennifer Dahl; Patrick and Jessica Kundracik; Sharon Lambert’s husband, 
Ken Lambert and friends, Irene and Daniel;  and sister in law, Deno; Georgia Lauretzin and Stu Felde’s 
friend, Bob Thvedt; Noah Leeman’s Uncle Colin; Rakenna Loughridge’s friend, Aspen; James Lutter’s 
Aunt Linda; Stephanie Lutter’s sister and brother in law, Stacie and Mark Thomas; Daria Martin’s 
daughter, Alicia and baby Theo, nephew, John Young, sister,  Jenel Jordan and friend Amy, friend’s 
husband, Sister Jenel and her son John and Brandon; Wanda Martin; Rulane Merz’s brother Andrew 

and parents; Susan Miles’ mother, Doris Cioch; Heather Miller’s nephew, Gaige Young and friend, Mary 
Anderson’s Family and cousin, Anna Young; Dan & Deb Millington’s daughter, Katie and 
granddaughter, Everly; Jacob Millington; Josh Millington; Kim Ness’ friend’s son, Baby Truett 
Rosenlund; Pastor Tieg; Randy and Diane Penn’s Son; Ursula Penn’s son, Raymond; Ashley Perrino’s 
Uncle,-in-law, Neil Jones; Dan and Julie Petersen’s friends, the Moffitt family; Samantha Petersen’s 
grandfather, Wilbur Petersen & Sam’s friend’s sister, Taylor; Sharon Purdue & family; Lena Raile and 
her son Alan, & her son & daughter-in-law Faron & Lila; Wanda Martin; Steve Rea’s daughter and son 
in law, Christina and Joey; Steve Reichenbach’s mother and friend, Ruth Delein; JoAnn Rollins’, family 
Lisa Rollins, Angela Beran and Vincent Alfisi; JoAnn Rollins, daughter, Angela Beron; Tina Rydland’s 
brother-in-law James Wolksy;  Justin Scariano’s grandmother, Vanee Tollefson; Justin Scariano; Cori 
Schroeder’s friend Jan Miller; Mark Scott; Mark, Megan & Elizabeth Scott’s friends, North & 
Amanda, sister & brother-in-law, Claire & David & nephew, Noah;  Karen Shirley’s friend, Lisa Gelrath 
and Lora Parker’s grandmother; Greg & Diane Smith;  William & Carolyn Smith’s sister, Cynthia 
Adamson, father, Clarence Jennings, daughter, Kimberly; Hope Smith, Helen Smith & Family; Ray and 
Laurie Sorenson’s friend, Amethyst; Dean Stange’s Mother, Shirley Stange and Aunts, Helen Stange 

and Carol Kemp; Clay Stephen’s mother, Westalene & nephew, Eric Schroer; Ron and Laura Stevens’ 
friend, Bob Rinker; Finn Twete’s teacher, Mrs. Hodges; Jerry and Sheri Wagner; Dottie Watson’s 
daughter, Kathy Van Der Heyden;  Brad & Jen Zwink’s friend, Clark & Deanne & Jen’s mother & 
brother, Pat; our political leaders; our church & its leadership;  
 



And these whom 

He predestined, 

He also called; 

and these whom 

He called, He 

also justified; 

and these whom 

He justified, He 

also glorified.    
 

– Romans 8:30 
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