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FaithMatters 

From the Desk of Pastor Ebassa 

Dear Faith Family, 
 

We spent the last three Sundays unpacking our church mission statement, which stems from the Great 
Commandment and Great Commission.   
 

In the Great Commandment, the Lord Jesus says: 
 

And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’ 

38 
This is the great and foremost commandment. 

39 
The second is like it, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39 NASB)  
 

In the Great Commission, the Lord Jesus says: 
 

“
19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, 

20 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20 NASB) 
 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8 
NASB) 
 

Our mission statement:  
 

LOVING GOD 
We strive to love God by making Him the priority in everything we do (Matthew 6:33). This means that 
as a congregation, every decision - minor and major - is decided through the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
The sermon series we do and the songs that we sing are all to point us to God. God has the final, “say 
so” in everything we do. He is at the center of the life and ministry of Faith Lutheran Church. We strive 
to obey God (John 14:15, 21) in all that we do, believing the Bible to be our guide. 
  
 



And the second is 

like unto it, Thou 

shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself. 
 

– Romans 8:30 

LOVING EACH OTHER 
We strive to love each other as Jesus loves us. This means we take a genuine interest in each 
other’s lives by working on to build an authentic community where people feel loved, accepted, 
and valued. To love each other as Jesus loves us means we as a community live a sacrificial life, 
challenging ourselves to be other-centered (Philippians 2:5-8). We love each other by using our 
spiritual gifts to serve one another. Every Christian has been gifted with spiritual gifts for the pur-
pose of building up others and expanding God's Kingdom (1 Corinthians 12).  
  
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 
Our definition of a community is both local and global. We believe God has called us to be His 
hands and feet in the world; we have a heart for the nations. Jesus said to His disciples, “but you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8 
NASB). We take these words of Jesus seriously as we strive to serve Castle Rock and the sur-
rounding towns in our outreach ministry through the preschool, offering Financial Peace Universi-
ty, Divorce Care, Grief Share, Marriage seminars, and opening our facility to our community.  
  
Through the Benevolence Ministry, we partner with local organizations such as Help and Hope 
Center, Catholic Charities of Colorado, Flagstone Elementary School, and Sox Place.  We also 
aim to serve the world community by partnering with the Tarkanfi Organization in Ethiopia, Geiger 
Team in Uganda, Zimbabwe Mission Partnership, Every Nation in England, and World Help in 
Guatemala.  We are passionate about standing for the voiceless in human trafficking as we sup-
port Restore Innocence, Love2Hope, and Shared Hope International.  
  
I want to continue to encourage and challenge us as a congregation (and as individuals) to grow 
in our mission statement.  Here are three questions I would like you to reflect on: 
  
1. Is God truly a priority in your life and family?  
2. Do you take a genuine interest in the lives of the people at Faith Lutheran Church? Are you 
fully invested? Do you sacrificially invest in the lives of others to make this community better? 
Are you active in using your spiritual gifts to serve God at FLC and participate in the mission 
trips? 
  
“Let us not grow weary or become discouraged in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap, 
if we do not give in” (Galatians 6:9). 
  
God loves you and so do I, 
Pastor E. 



Treasurer’s Report 

Faith Lutheran Church Financial Summary 

December 2019 

  

Income – General Fund                  $72,067 

Expenses – General Fund               $53,906 

  

       General Fund Checking Balance - $38,182 

       Savings Account Balance - $208,622              

Greeting FLC Family,  

As the new President Elect, I would like to take this opportunity to set the stage for the coming 
year for our council and introduce myself for those of you who I have not had the pleasure of 
meeting. I joined Faith Lutheran Church with my family in June of 2013. I was honored when 
asked to consider being part of church council as I love the genuine sense of community, love 
and support I feel at our church. I also appreciate how Pastor Ebassa cultivates an atmosphere 
of love for each other and an unwavering commitment to helping all of us become closer to our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I am looking forward to growing in Christ with each of you and 
getting to know you and your families more over the coming years.  

As a church council, we will be exploring how we can continue to grow as a congregation in 
living our mission: “Loving God, Loving Each Other and Serving Our Community”. In future 
newsletters, each of our council’s at-large members will be introducing themselves and 
updating the congregation on their ministry and seeking involvement and input from you.  

Our current churchwide study, “30-day Church Challenge”, is also intended for us to grow 
together as a church family in understanding the foundational scripture of Acts and the five 
purposes of the church. Like Karl mentioned in last month’s newsletter, our council is 
structured to reflect these five ministries with our at-large council member positions in these 
five roles: Community, Stewardship, Spiritual Growth, Worship, and Outreach. If you have not 
started the study or joined a small group, it is not too late! I know for me, personally, my small 
group experience has been one of the most enriching and meaningful parts of my faith journey 
at FLC.  

I am very excited for the future of Faith Lutheran and bringing our mission of “Loving God, 
Loving Each Other and Serving Our Community” to life for every one of us. I am hopeful that it 
will continue to bring us closer to God and to each other. Please feel free to reach out to me 
with anything. My email is jnordhagen@faithcrco.org. 

 

God’s Peace,  

 

~Jamie  

FLC President Elect 

FROM COUNCIL 

mailto:jnordhagen@faithcrco.org


BENEVOLENCE COMMITTEE UPDATES 
   
During the months of December and January we made our quarterly financial commitment to Sox 
Place, Catholic Charities and Help & Hope.  We continue to learn about potential opportunities 
globally, looking at organizations that have a bible based philosophy and are doing God’s work. 
  
Have you looked at the website lately?  It now has an Outreach section that provides an overview 
of all of the various areas FLC is involved in, including all of the organizations the Benevolence 
committee has partnered with.  We are working on getting the site updated with more details 
describing our financial support and how the funds are being used.  We hope to get regular updates 
from the organizations and we will update the site as we receive them.  
  
The committee has not fully allocated the distribution of Benevolence funds and continues to pray 
for God to present other opportunities to us.  We encourage our congregation to let us know if they 
are aware or know of any giving opportunities.  You can give the information to Jolene and she will 
send it out to the committee members or you can reach out to any of the members. 
  
God’s Blessings – the Benevolence Committee 
  



 

LENT/HOLY WEEK/EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES 

 March 4th 

Soup Supper 6:00 pm 

Worship 7:00 pm 

March 11th 

Soup Supper 6:00 pm 

Worship 7:00 pm 

March 18th 

Soup Supper 6:00 pm 

Worship 7:00 pm 

March25th 

Soup Supper 6:00 pm 

Worship 7:00 pm 

April 1st 

Soup Supper 6:00 pm 

Worship 7:00 pm 

Palm Sunday 

8:00 am & 10:30 am 

 April 5th 

Palm Sunday 

April 9th 

Maundy Thursday  

7:00 pm 

A Living Portrait of 

The Last Supper 

April 10th 

Ridgeline 

Good Friday Service 

6:30pm 

April 10th 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Good Friday 8:30 pm 

Tenebrae Service 

April 11th 

Saturday Worship Service 
5pm 

 Easter April 12th 

8:00 am & 10:30 am 

Easter breakfast will be 
served in the fellowship 

hall between 7:30am 
and 10:30am  

on Easter Sunday. 

The menu will include 
eggs, sausages, 

pancakes, fruit and 
beverages. 

This is free for everyone, 
but donations are being 

accepted. 

EASTER EGG HUNT  

at 10am 
 

FEBRUARY 26TH 12pm and 7pm 



FAT TUESDAY DINNER!  

FEBRUARY 25TH 6:30 - 8:00 PM.  
The Youth Program is getting ready for the 2020 
Fat Tuesday Dinner! The event will continue its 
Mardi Gras theme with a traditional southern sit-
down dinner! After dinner and dessert, we will 
have some entertainment from our students as 
well as a time for them to share their faith and 
the impact the FAR program has had one their 
lives. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn 
about our students and be inspired by the 
incredible ways God is working in their lives.  

Invite your friends, family, neighbors and anyone else you can think of. Our goal for 
this year is to sell out of tickets! So invite people along!  

All of the proceeds from the dinner will help out students attend the 2020 Mission trip 
to Guatemala.  

We hope you will join us for the best event in March! Tickets will be on sale starting 
January 25th! Please purchase your tickets ahead of time so we can prepare the 
proper quantities of food.   

** We will have vegetarian, gluten free, and dairy free meal options ** 

Cost: $10 Adults, $5 Kids and $25 for families. 

Time: February 25th 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Hey church family! Happy February! I hope you know that I am so thankful for you and your 
continual love and support for our youth here at Faith. At youth group, we have been taking a 
look at what it means to love God with all that we are, love others unselfishly, and be servants 
for Christ. Please continue to pray for our youth as we continue exploring what an authentic 
relationship with Jesus looks like. We have a quite a busy month, so you will definitely be 
seeing a lot of us. Each Sunday we will be selling tickets for Fat Tuesday and also Carwashes. 
Please feel free to stop by and see us as we raise support for our trip to Guatemala. I am so 
incredibly excited to GO and see how God is using the Church to serve people in need, and 
experience how Faith Lutheran is helping ministries in need in a whole other country, all while 
seeing God increase the level of compassion and love in our students’ hearts. We are also 
going on a Winter Retreat, February 28

th
-March 1

st
. We are headed to YMCA of the Rockies in 

Estes Park, this will be a great time of growing as a youth group. I am looking forward to this 
weekend and expect God to do awesome things! Finally, we will be having our annual Fat 
Tuesday Fundraiser Tuesday, February 25

th
, please join us for an evening of delicious food, 

entertainment, and a delicious dessert auction. I am so grateful that I get to be with you on 
this journey and in this season. I am continually praying that God will unite our church like 
never before this year as we seek His heart for this community and how He wants to use us. 
You rock, and hope to see you often this month! 
 

In Him, 

Tyler Newman 



FROM JEAN  
 

POWER STRUGGLES 

 

A power struggle involves two people, each of whom is equally committed to 
‘winning’.  How do power struggles happen?  People create power struggles 
when they feel powerless.  With young children this occurs after a command 
is given or when the child is tired, hungry or otherwise stressed. 

Here are some key points in Child Development to keep in mind so you can 
be sure that what you are asking the child to do is age and developmentally 
appropriate. 

 Before the age of 6, children process information 12 times slower than 
adults 
Are you giving them enough time to respond?  Are you allowing them 
enough time to complete a task? 

 Give only 1 or 2 commands at a time 
Break tasks down into smaller parts 

 Young children cannot conjugate the word Don’t 
Pivot and tell the child what you want them to do 

 Children under 7 lack mature inner speech—they need pictures or body 
movements to show them what you want them to do 
Pictures give them a clear understanding of what you want them to do 

 The brain is pattern seeking.  When routine is consistent the child feels safe 
and when the child feels safe, they are able to learn instead of engage in a 
power struggle 

 

Registration is now open for 2020-2021 School Year!! 

Please contact Jean for more information at preschool@faithcrco.org 
303-688-3532 

  

mailto:preschool@faithcrco.org




 
Dear Friend of the Help & Hope Center, 
 
Stacy (not her real name) is a single mother of 2 who works full 
time while also going to college. She will be graduating in May with 
a bachelor’s degree in Journalism. Recently, Stacy came into Help & 
Hope Center for the first time. She was in need of rental assistance. 
She had fallen behind on rent due to an outstanding credit union 
loan that came due, and they were currently garnishing her wages.    
 
Stacy has never been on public assistance and has always prided 
herself on living within her means. She said that, while she has a 
strong support system with her mother living nearby, her mother 
does not have the means to help her financially. Stacy is a 
strong, independent lady who found it very difficult to ask for help.    
 
When we told Stacy that we would provide the balance of what she 
owed on her rent, she burst into tears and said, "You know, I told my mom about your office and what 
you were trying to do to help me. My mom she said you were heaven sent! Thank you so much, I 
never expected this!"  
 
Stacy’s story is just one example of how Help & Hope Center assists our neighbors in need every day. 
Your support makes stories like Stacy’s possible. Thank you!  
 
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste and other essentials… “It’s really hard! Do I buy groceries or pay the utility 
bill?” is something we often hear from struggling families who visit Help & Hope Center for assistance. 
That is why our core service is our food bank. When clients receive more than a week’s worth of 
groceries, they can use their grocery money for other pressing needs.   
 
While our food bank has also always provided toiletries and household supplies when we have had 
them available, often we have to ration quantities due to shortages. This month, we are launching a 
new program called, “Essentials Kits,” to provide clients with a month’s worth of those items. In order 
to make sure we have adequate inventory; we will have to purchase supplies in 
bulk. We are estimating the program will cost $50,000 this year.  
 
Please consider helping us provide Essentials Kits by donating toiletries, paper products and 
household cleaners or by donating money to help with the purchase of supplies  
 
Giving Help and Hope Together, 
 
 
Dan Marlow 
Executive Director 
 
P.S. With your help, the Essentials Kits program will expand our ability to assist individuals and 
families who are struggling financially. 
 
 

MISSION UPDATES 



 
So many people, businesses, churches and other organizations donate food, clothing and household 
items to Help & Hope Center. We couldn’t accomplish our mission without their generosity. There is, 
however, a category of items that we always need that most people simply don’t think of donating… 
  
Personal Hygiene and Cleaning Supplies 

  
Beginning in January, we are launching a brand new program to provide an Essentials Kit to 
every individual and family that comes to Help & Hope Center for assistance. Our goal is that every 
Essentials Kit will contain a month’s worth of personal hygiene and cleaning supplies: essentials like 
toilet paper, paper towels, detergent, soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste etc. as well as diapers 
and baby wipes for those with little ones. 
 
Essentials like those are expensive. For people who are struggling financially, those items cannot 
be purchased with SNAP (formerly Food Stamps) funds. 
 
We are projecting this important new program will cost an additional $50,000 in the coming year, 
over and above our normal budget for services. 
 
We must raise at least $15,000 in December in order to begin distributing Essentials Kits in January. 
Will you help us provide an Essentials Kit to every individual or family in 2020? 
Would you consider becoming a financial partner? 
 
Please Donate to Provide Essentials Kits in 2020: 
• $45 = 1 Family Essentials Kit 
• $60 = 1 Family Essentials Kit with Baby Supplies 
• $35 = 1 Individual Essentials Kit 
  
Donate Securely Online 
Just visit www.HelpandHopeCenter.org/donate  
to make your contribution with your credit card or checking account. The services we provide 
for our neighbors in Douglas and Elbert counties are made possible by the generous 
contributions of our Community. 
You may also mail the donation form below with your Credit Card information, or include a 
check payable to Help & Hope Center. 
The services Help & Hope Center provides for our neighbors in Douglas and Elbert counties 
are made possible by the generous contributions of our community. 
  
Thank you for your partnership! You are impacting the lives of your neighbors! 

https://helpandhopecenter.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7255db6bd4dec422ef61c5db6&id=46c198191e&e=07a76e7723


RIPHA DANBEL WATER PROJECT 
 

The water project is completed. For its sustainability we will stablish 
water committee and will conduct training soon and hand over to the 
community. They are so happy and Thank God for the clean water.   
 

Many Thanks! 
Adde Worke 



TARKANFI  

WATER PROJECT 

In the community of Laga 

Daadhi Ethiopia 







PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR SENIOR LUNCHEON  

FROM 12PM TO 2PM TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 17TH!  

OUR THEME WILL BE VAENTINES! PLEASE BRING 

A MAIN DISH, SIDE DISH, SALAD OR DESSERT TO 

SHARE!  ALL ARE WELCOME! 



 

Please join us for a FREE Concert! 
FRIDAY, APRIL 24TH AT 7PM 

 

The children’s choir’s purpose is to create awareness about the plight of the orphans and 
underprivileged children in Uganda. Its intention is to help such children and bring them 
up spiritually, to provide them with a good firm foundation through giving basic human 
needs such as education, medical care, food, clothing and parental love, games and 
sports and other physical and emotional needs. God has brought healing to their lives 
and has given them real hope for the future. As a result, they have blossomed in terms of 
their musical talent, personal character, maturity and spiritual life. 
 

Their performances are a unique blend of native African rhythms, contemporary gospel 
music and ethnic dance. They have released an their latest album called “Lord come and 
set us free!” 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 
303 N. Ridge Road 

Castle Rock, Co 
www.faithcrco.org 

SAVE THE DATE! 



Unless you’ve been there, it’s hard to 
understand the hurt that comes from 

separation and divorce. That’s why many of 
your friends and family don’t fully 

understand what you are going through and 
don’t know how best to help you. We do. 

DivorceCare groups are led by people who 
have been through a divorce and 
successfully rebuilt their lives. We 

understand how you feel because we’ve 
been in the same place. We’ll show you how 

to deal with the hurt caused by your 
separation or divorce.  

Join us, Sundays 6pm—8pm   

Find Help—Discover Hope—Experience 
Healing 

Please contact the church office or go to 
www.faithcrco.org  

for more information. 

THURSDAYS AT 6:30PM 

It hurts to lose someone. Find help at 
GriefShare. GriefShare is a friendly, caring 

group of people who will walk alongside 
you through one of life’s most difficult 

experiences. You don’t have to go through 
the grieving process alone. GriefShare 

seminars and support groups are led by 
people who understand what you are going 

through and want to help. You’ll gain 
access to valuable GriefShare resources to 

help you recover from your loss and look 
forward to rebuilding your life. 

There are thousands of GriefShare grief 
recovery support groups meeting 

throughout the US, Canada, and in over 10 
other countries. There’s one meeting near 

you! 
 

Join us Tuesdays at  

6:30 pm beginning March3rd. 



 

Your marriage and the marriages around you are colored by personalities, 
passions, and experiences. Making marriage work is a divinely inspired 
art form.  

The Art of Marriage video event weaves together expert teaching, real-life 
stories, humorous vignettes, and more to portray the challenges and the beauty 
of God's design for marriage. Six engaging video sessions are interspersed with 
projects for couples to complete in a Friday night/Saturday schedule. 

 

The video event series have six sessions and cover the following topics: 

Session 1: Love Happens (Purpose of Marriage);  

Session 2: Love Fades (Drift to Isolation); 

Session 3: Love Dances (Roles);  

Session 4: Love Interrupted (Communication); 

Session 5: Love Sizzles (Romance);  

Session 6: Love Always (Legacy) 

 

Child Care will be provided and the cost will be $70.00 per couple, which will 
include workbook, snacks on Friday night; continental breakfast, lunch, and 
snacks Saturday.   

 

This class will be held Friday, February 7th at 6pm and Saturday, February 8th 
from 9am to 4:30pm, please register at   

https://faithcrco.org or contact the church office. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

        WW 

Prayer 

Ministry 

2pm Call to 
Fasting and 
Prayer 

5pm Service 
and Potluck 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9am Service 

 

 

 

DivorceCare 

 

 

 

Men &  

Women’s Bible 
Studies 

 Weight  

Watchers 

Seniors 
Game Day 

  Quilting 

 

Financial 
Peace 

 

Bible study 

 ART OF  

MARRIAGE 

WW 

ART OF  

MARRIAGE 

Prayer 

Ministry 

5pm Service 
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9am Service 
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Women’s Bible 
Studies 

 Weight  

Watchers 
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Choir Practice 
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Quilting 

 

Financial 
Peace 

Bible Study 

  WW 

Prayer 

Ministry 

5pm Service 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

9am service 

 

 

Divorce Care 

  

 

Men &  

Women’s Bible 
Studies 

Weight  

Watchers 

SENIOR  

POTLUCK 

Choir Practice 
6:30pm 

Quilting 

 

 

Financial 
Peace 

  

 

 

CANDYLAND 

 

  WW  

Prayer 

Ministry 

5pm Service 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

9am Service 

 

 

Divorce Care 

  

 

Men &  

Women’s Bible 
Studies 

 Weight  

Watchers 

FAT  

TUESDAY 

 ASH 
WEDNESDAY 

 

Choir Practice 
6:30pm 

Quilting 

 

Financial 
Peace 

 WW 

Prayer  

Ministry 

5pm Service  
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February Birthdays 
Jan Burkhardt                2 

Mike Kaduk          2 

John  Hoogerwerf                 3 

Ebassa Berhanu   5 

Sydney Hessler   6 

Hannah Reddan    6 

Christopher Johnson              10 

Ashley Perrino                11 

Terry Korsvold                12 

Elizabeth Scott                15 

Roger Korsvold                16 

 

Mary Johnson                18 

Kim Baird     20 

Jennifer Havelka    20 

Ruth Harvey                 21 

Robin Remund    23 

Robert Spencer    25 

Roy Sorenson                26 

David Havelka    27 

Dwayne Barstad    28 

Dianne Iannone   28 

 



STAFF 

PASTOR 

Ebassa Berhanu - pastorebassa@faithcrco.org 

YOUTH MINISTER 

Tyler Newman 

tnewman@faithcrco.org 

FACILITY MAINTENANCE  

Brad Geiger 

bgeiger@faithcrco.org 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY  

MINISTRY TEAM 

Shannon Fielding -   

sfielding@faithcrco.org 

Gretchen Lozano-glozano@faithcrco.org 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Jennifer Barrera—jbarrera@faithcrco.org  

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST 

Nicki Harmon  

nharmon@faithcrco.org  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Jolene Hessler 

jhessler@faithcrco.org 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

Sheila Stone 

sstone@faithcrco.org  

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT 

Karl Krueger - kkrueger@faithcrco.org 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Jamie Nordhagen  

jnordhagen@faithcrco.org 

SECRETARY 

Joe Bush - jbush@faithcrco.org 

TREASURER 

Deb Rister - drister@faithcrco.org 

STEWARDSHIP  

Becky Heacock - bheacock@faithcrco.org 

COMMUNITY 

Sam Petersen—spetersen@faithcrco.org 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

Marilyn Bean—mbean@faithcrco.org 

WORSHIP 

Brad Becker—bbecker@faithcrco.org 

OUTREACH  

Brenden Coney - bconey@faithcrco.org 

Faith Lutheran Church 

303 N Ridge Road, Castle Rock, CO  80104 

(303) 688-3476   FAX (303) 688-9501 

Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation 

Worship Services: Sunday, 9:00am 

Sunday School at 10:15am 

Saturday Contemporary Services at 5pm 

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 9am-3pm 

WEB: www.faithcrco.org       

mailto:nharmon@faithcrco.org

