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Dear Church Family, 
 

It is hard to believe March is upon us.  It seems like it was only yesterday that we welcomed 2018! 
 

As we move rapidly towards another Easter Sunday, or as some would call ité
Resurrection Sunday, I want to take a moment to encourage you to invite your friends and neighbors 
to church with you.  Often, special days such as Easter, Christmas, and others are great times to 
give the invitation, and itôs also a time people tend to be more responsive as well.  Frequently, 
childhood memories of these times help them to think of some wonderful days from years ago, or, 
many people find themselves in more of a reflective and spiritual time due to so many messages 
regarding the special season around them. 
 

Often, people are simply waiting to be asked to attend church!  In reality, this is the most powerful 
way to share about the church, and of course, Jesus Christ is there.  Personal testimony will always 
go much farther than an ad in a newspaper, or even a sermon on tv, or on the internet.  People want 
to know people whose lives have been impacted by the Gospel.  Has yours?  If it has, why not begin 
making a list of 5 or 6 people to invite with the goal of 1 yes! 
 

Easter Sunday is a time when people are going to hear the message of the Gospel through song 
and the Word of God.  We are a church that believes in the power of the Gospel, and when we have 
done all we can do, simply allowing the Holy Spirit to do the rest!  We often feel like we cannot 
ñconvinceò people they need a Savior, but rest assured, the Holy Spirit can do more in a moment 
than you and I can do in a lifetime. 
 

From the moment the news became known regarding the Resurrection, the message began to be 
spread about via spoken word.  We have so many ways to do this today such as websites, 
facebook, twitter, and more, yet still, there is absolutely NOTHING more powerful than a face to face 
contact, or phone call to that person or people God lays on your heart. 
 

John 20:1-3 (NIV)  Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  So she came running to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ñThey have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we donôt know where they have put him!ò So Peter and the other disciple started for 
the tomb. 
 

...continued on next page 



 

March 7th 
Soup Supper 6:00 pm 
Worship 7:00 pm 
 

March 14th 
Soup Supper 6:00 pm 
Worship 7:00 pm 
 

March 21st 
Soup Supper 6:00 pm 
Worship 7:00 pm 
 

March 25th 
Palm Sunday  
8:00 am & 10:30 am 

 

Easter April 1st     
 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

 

Easter breakfast will be served in 
the fellowship hall between 

7:30am and 10:30am on Easter 
Sunday.  

The menu will include eggs, 
sausages, pancakes, fruit and 

beverages. 
This is free for everyone, but 
donations are being accepted.  

 

 

March 29th 
Maundy Thursday  7:00 pm 
A Living Portrait of  
The Last Supper 
 

March 30th 
Good Friday 8:30 pm 
Tenebrae Service 
 
March 31st 
Saturday Woship Service 5pm 

LENT/HOLY WEEK/EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES  

Friend, we have the message of the Gospel!  Itôs the story of the risen Savior and soon-coming 
King!  In addition, He is the one who helps us to live in victory in this challenging day. 
 

Pray for Godôs blessing, and begin inviting! 
 

Please mark your calendars: 
 

Palm Sunday, March 25th. 
Maundy Thursday, March 29th 
Good Friday, March 30th 
Easter Sunday, April 1st. 
 

God loves you and so do I, 
 
Pastor E. 

Monthly Recommended Reads from Pastor Ebassa Berhanu 
 

The book Pastor Ebassa recommends for April is  ñOld Paths, New Powerò by Daniel Henderson. 
 

With all our sleek ministry models, itôs a wonder our churches are decliningðuntil we read Acts 6:4, 
ñBut we will give ourselves continually to prayer and the ministry of the word.ò 
 

After a long, sometimes trying ministry journey, Daniel Henderson was relieved to discover what the 
apostles knew from the start: The main thing must stay the main thing. It 
worked in their pagan times, and it will in ours. 
 

Old Paths, New Power: Reviving Our Churches through Prayer and the Ministry 
of the Word calls us back to the tried-and-true: pray and proclaim the word. 
 

Henderson, who leads a growing church revival ministry, guides you through 
the essentials of sparking a spiritual renaissance: 
 

§ Be a leader who walks with the Lord 
§ Develop a strong prayer culture in your life and ministry 
§ Preach with unction, dependence, and integrity 
§ Equip every saint for the work of the ministry 
§ Embrace the sufficiency of the gospel 
 

Our churches donôt need fresh models and fancy things; they need the Holy Spirit, and He rains 
down when we pray and proclaim the word. Read Old Paths, New Power and follow Godôs master 
plan. 



Message From Council 
 

Good things are happening behind the scenes at Faith and I want to share with you the latest.  
 
My goals for this year are to focus on the infrastructure of the church and those areas that 
support the church staff and preschool. As our church grows, so does our staff and preschool in 
either hours worked or personnel. We need to make sure that our policies are clear and fair to all 
our employees. The not so glamorous things like improving the Employee Handbook so that it 
clearly identifies full time and part time employees and their related benefits, expanding on the 
rules for using social media ï something we never had to consider in the past is now a Fair Labor 
Standard required for all Employee Handbooks, and Health Insurance Plan and Pension Plan 
policies. By improving or creating these documents, we meet state/federal standard business 
practices and avoid any confusion with employees or potential employees about their rights and 
benefits putting Faith Lutheran Church on the best path for any future growth.   
 
Another area I am focusing on is the selection of Security and Burglary Systems for the church 
and developing a Security and Emergency Safety Plan. I have been working with Kelly Head and 
the Security Committee on developing a Requirements List to provide to potential vendors and 
setting up interviews with the best candidates. This has been a long process as the Security 
Committee needed to identify how to provide a safe environment for our preschool and church 
without turning our building into a fortress. A lot tougher than it may sound! I am happy to say that 
we are within a few weeks of selecting a Security system and presenting those associated costs 
to the Council for approval.  
 
Next up for me is the development of a Safety Plan that the Preschool and Staff can use to 
ensure annual security training is given to all staff members and a safety protocol checklist for 
emergencies that can be practiced at least once (or twice) a year. Some of this is already in 
place, I will just be documenting and formalizing the process.  
 
I am so proud to be supporting such wonderful people and fantastic church!  
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Becky Geiger 
Council President-Elect 

Message From Worship 

Please be sure to turn in your sponsorship 
forms for Easter Lilies and Tulips!   
The deadline is March 18th! 



From the Treasurer 
Faith Lutheran Church Financial Summary 

January 2018 
 

Income ï General Fund                  $36,024 

Expenses ï General Fund               $33,272 
         

 General Fund Balance - $16,939 

        Savings Account Balance - $127,060 
 

 Mortgage Balance as of February 23, 2018 - $96,116 
 

Mortgage Reduction Donations from Congregation  

(July 2017- February 16, 2018) - $136,340. 
 

Parents Night Out raised $659.00.  These funds will go towards the Youth FAR 

Mission Trip this summer. 
 

The Youth raised $1,176 from the Fat Tuesday Dinner which will go towards the 

FAR Mission Trip this summer. 

MID -WEEK LENTEN  PREACHING SERIES  
 

Press Pause  
It is easy to get into rhythms in life; we go through the same patterns and routines. Even at church, we sit in 
the same chair, talk to the same people, sing the same songs and rarely deviate. Routine can be good but what 
would happen if we took a moment to pause, break out of routines and spend time in reflection? Join us this 
Lent Season as we pause and listen for the 'low whisper' of God's voice.  
 

11 And he said, òGo out and stand on the mount before the Lord.ó And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong 
wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And 

after the fire the sound of a low whisper.  
1 Kings 19:11-12 

 

We are adopting Taize music and providing moments for contemplation and thinking throughout the service.  

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR LENTEN SOUP SUPPER AT 6PM AND SERVICE AT 7PM  
ON MARCH 7TH, 14TH AND 21ST   

 

DONôT FORGET TO DIRECT CHOICE DOLLARS
È 

 

Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent Choice
È
 program can help 

support organizations you care about. Donôt let Choice Dollars expire. 
 
 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have Choice Dollars available  
have until March 31, 2018 to direct any remaining 2017 Choice Dollars.  

Help support Faith Lutheran Church.  
 

 

Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more.  
Or call 800-847-4836 and say ñThrivent Choiceò after the prompt. 

tel:(800)%20847-4836


2018 PASSOVER CELEBRATIONS 

3800 East Hampden Avenue 
Englewood, CO  80113 

303-841-4840 
 

March 31, 2018 
Gold $95.00 
Silver $85.00 
Bronze $70.00 
Children $30.00 

8556 E. Warren Avenue 
Denver, CO  80231 
303-337-6254 



 

From Worship and Music 

Dear Faith Family, 
 

This morning as I listened to the sermon, I had to smile inwardly when I heard Pastor Ebassa 
say, ñThe word óAmenô literally means óI agree.ôò  You see, this morning, after we said our prayer 
over breakfast, instead of saying ñAmen,ò David said ñHooray!ò 
 

Iôm not sure where he picked that up, but it made me laugh and then I had to reflect upon what 
he said. Being a bit of a wordsmith and a nerd, I looked up the word óhoorayô to see what I could 
glean...The word comes from the late 17th century English word óhurrah,ô which is an utterance 
of joy or approval...and approval equals agreement, right? 
 

Having gratitude in all things is not something that Iôm particularly working on during Lent (I have 
to remember to work at it all year long!) but the more I thought about it, saying óhoorayô for thank-
ing God for our food sounds like an extra-grateful óAmen!ô  
 

Anyway, itôs just a little food for thought, so to speak. 
 

And now for my abrupt segueé 
 

Sounds of Faith will be opening Holy Week by leading Palm Sunday worship on March 25. Adult 
Choir will be providing special music for Maundy Thursday, March 29, Good Friday Tenebrae 
service on March 30, and Easter worship on April 1. 
 

Adult Choir still needs a few more voices. Rehearsals are Wednesday nights directly after Taizeô 
Lenten worship in the sanctuary, at 8 pm. Are you busy during the week? I know, many of us 
are. Thatôs why Adult Choir has been holding an extra rehearsal at 9:15 am on Sunday mornings 
in the sanctuary. Why not come? You are already here!  
 

Singing is good for you-physically and mentally! News flash: singing demands some pretty spe-
cific patterns in your breathing, like yoga does. You take bigger, slower breaths, and in the pro-
cess, your heart rate typically begins to slow. Both yoga and singing are thought to help improve 
what's known as heart rate variability, a measure of the amount of time between heartbeats. And 
if you want, you can wear your yoga pants to choir! 
 

Singing in a choir also helps you bond with other people and form friendships. Singing stimulates 
the production of endorphins, the bodyôs natural painkillers. And more importantly, singing brings 
you the joy of glorifying God through song. 
 

Please get in touch with me if you are unsure about how to ñplug inò to music ministry at Faith 
Lutheran Church! Thereôs a place for you! 
 

ñIs anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.ò James 5:13 
 

Warm regards, 
Jennifer Barrera 
Music Director 
jbarrera@faithcrco.org 
 

mailto:jbarrera@faithcrco.org


From the Preschool 

 

Face of Faith 

Social Emotional Development ð Why is it so important?  

 
One area that Early Childhood Education focuses on is Social Emotional 

development, many may argue that it is the most important area for children 

(and adults) to foster and grow.  

 

What is social emotional development?  Well, it is the ability to form close and 

secure relationships; experience, regulate and express emotions; explore the 

environment and learn ð all within the context of family, community and culture.  

 

Without the foundation of strong social emotional skills, one may have 

difficulty forming strong relationships; lack communication skills; mismanage 

emotions; have low self -confidence; 

difficulty problem solving and learning.  

 

So how do you develop these skills?  The 

most successful way is to provide your child 

with many opportunities to interact with 

peers.  With you by there side, you can 

guide them through social conflicts and give 

them the communication skills necessary 

for them to express their feelings, their 

needs as well as phrases to use when in a 

social conflict.  

 

Remember, talk to your child, not at  them and let them make mistakes, as long 

as you are there to help them solve their mistake (not fix it for them!).  

 

Registration for the 2018 - 2019 School Year has begun!  

If you have a child eligible for preschool,  

please contact Jean Whisman at preschool@faithcrco.org   

for more information!!  

mailto:preschool@faithcrco.org



